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World Class Science Education
Science provision at City and Islington College is dynamic 
and highly innovative. We are considered to be the biggest 
national provider of science in Further Education and a 
role model to the sector with our cutting edge science 
provision and a growing international reputation.

Ofsted have said: “The outstanding range of courses 
provide a wide choice to students” and “Learners’ 
achievements are outstanding with overall retention 
and achievement rates above the national average for 
similar colleges.”

Applications to study science with us have bucked the 
national trend of a declining interest by doubling in the last 
three years and figures continue to rise. This has occurred 
in a community where 89% of students come from areas 
of social and economic deprivation.

We have made science relevant to students by providing 
real opportunities for progression to higher education and 
to employment in science-based professions.

This is our achievement. This is why we have been awarded 
the Queen’s Anniversary Prize 2007.

The secrets of our success:
Wide-ranging and innovative course provision
Our unique science-based education and training for 16-18 
year olds and adults covers both the traditional academic 
route and innovative industry related courses. All are based 

at our Centre for Applied Sciences and Sixth Form College 
in the heart of Angel, Islington.

The extensive course offer ranges from A-levels in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics to National Diplomas and BTECs 
in Medical, Sports and General Sciences among others. 
We are the only FE institution to offer foundation degrees 
in Ophthalmic Dispensing and Forensic Crime Scene 
Investigation. Our Medical Access course, also unique, 
will next year to be used as a national benchmark and is 
regarded as a leader in its field.

Opportunities for student learning extend beyond the 
classroom walls and the syllabus, with enrichment clubs in 
Robotics, Medic links, Physics, Chemistry and Astronomy.

Our curriculum is responsive to student, employer and 
higher education need, serving three purposes:

•	 ensuring up to date training content
•	 developing and deepening an understanding of science
•	 providing employers and Higher Education with highly 		
	 motivated and capable individuals.

The right staff for the right job
Recruiting the right staff has been central to the success 
of our work. We attract experts from science-based 
professions and train them to become educators. Our 
forensic courses are delivered by former crime scene 
examiners and DNA analysts and our tutors for optics 
and sports have industry experience. This way, students



learn how to apply knowledge in a professional situation,  
preparing them for progression directly into employment 
or higher education. 

Our sixth form staff are all experienced and well qualified 
science teachers; several have doctorates and research 
experience in their areas of specialism. Many are external 
verifiers, moderators and examiners in their fields, which 
enables them to access and contribute to national 
developments.

First-class facilities
Science students at the Centre for Applied Sciences 
and the Sixth Form College study using the latest 
technology. Laboratories have been designed by our 
employer partners and specialist practitioners. In many 
cases they exceed industry specifications. This has been 
pivotal to our success.

•	 The Optics Department has the largest and most 		
	 extensive range of optical equipment of any FE provider. 	
	 There is also a small dispensing clinic providing an 
	 opportunity for students to work with real patients;
•	 Our new electronics laboratory is used by employers 
	 to deliver aspects of the curriculum. This guarantee
	 learning takes place within an up to date, relevant 		
	 context; and
•	 We are the only FE provider that has a purpose-built 		
	 simulated crime scene monitored by CCTV. Our unique 	
	 forensics laboratory is equipped with state-of-the-art
	

	 apparatus for DNA analysis and finger printing 
	 cyanoacrylate technologies. 

Partnerships
Special partnerships and collaborative working are 
essential to our success. Courses have been developed in 
partnership with industry to ensure students gain relevant 
professional skills. Links with prestigious universities prepare 
students for higher education: 

•	 The College has a special partnership with UCL which 		
	 promotes progression onto science degree courses 
	 and medicine; 
•	 Representatives from the Metropolitan Police sit on the 	
	 course management board for our forensics degree;
•	 A joint optics project with Shang Ye College, Beijing, 
	 has allowed students to visit China and present their 		
	 work; and
•	 We give priority access to our partner schools for our 		
	 over-subscribed science courses and have delivered
	 taster days, presentations and workshops. Last year 
	 we ran 45 sessions, reaching an audience of 650 
	 school pupils. 

Our achievement 
We have widened participation to an ethnically diverse 
range of students who come from areas with high levels 
of social exclusion. Under represented groups of students 
have found new pathways into university and science 
based professions.



Our recruitment, retention and student achievement 
stand well above national benchmarks. Progression to 
higher education is excellent too. Last year over 225 
science students went on to higher education. Over 83% 
were from ethnic minorities.

The College has demonstrated what can be achieved if 
you invest in original ideas, respond to the needs of 
industry and have staff and managers who enthuse about 
their work and continually strive for excellence.

How we are shaping our future
The popularity of Applied Science courses continues to 
grow. We are building new accommodation and developing 
new partnerships. And our development will continue to 
respond to student and employer demand.

•	 New courses proposed are Pharmacy, Domestic Energy 	
	 Assessment, Sustainable City Horticulture and 
	 Environment and Radiography; and

•	 Part-time and distance learning courses will grow 
	 to meet continuing professional development needs, 		
	 particularly in areas that provide licence to practice. 

We also plan to continue our success by increasing the 
range and scope of science qualifications and will also 
be piloting the new Vocational Diploma in Land 
and Environment.  
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